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Martin News 
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER  

Where do snowmen keep their money? In a Snow 
Bank. What do snowmen like to do on the weekend? 
Just chill out. What do the elves do after school? 
Their gnome work.  

Everybody loves to laugh, maybe not at those jokes, 
but laughing is great! There are multiple ways that 
people laugh from the belly laugh, giggling, chuck-
ling, guffawing, snorting (my personal favorite), and 
many others. No matter how you or those around you 
laugh it typically makes us feel good. Laughter keeps 
us healthy improving our immune system, lowering 
stress hormones, along with other benefits.  

The holiday season is filled with happy gatherings 
with friends, families, and coworkers with laughter 
filling the air. However, it is important for us to re-
member that not everyone is so fortunate. There are 
those that have no family or family members close to 
them to visit with them at this time of the year. Some 
have lost a love one in the past year and this is the 
first time without them during the holidays. Maybe 
for others their lives have been turned on end for 
whatever reason and are now struggling through the 
holidays. 

It is easy to laugh when we are surrounded by those 
that we care about and vice versa. The challenge I 
present to each and every one of us is to make the 
extra effort of reaching out to someone that may be 
 having a struggle this holiday season. A 
 simple card, a phone call, a plate of Christmas 
 cookies, or some other kind gesture may 
 make all the difference in the world to a 
 struggling person. This may be the greatest 
 gift you will give over the holidays. Remem-
 ber, it’s better to give than to receive. 

  I wish for you and your families a  
  joyous holiday  seasoned filled with  
  happiness and much laughter! 

   OK, one last joke. Rudolph:  
  Knock, knock. Santa:  Who is it?  
  Rudolph: Murray. Santa: Murray  
  who? Rudolph: Murray Christmas to  
  one and all!  
     ~Jerry Waagen 



A Message from Mr. Bear 

The word ‘education’ comes from the Latin word educare. Edu-

care, essentially, means ‘drawing out’. The idea is that we have all 

of these kids with potential in them and our job is to draw that 

potential out. In the most recent centuries, the connotation of 

education is not one of drawing out but rather one of feeding in. 

We think of school as this place we send our kids and they get fed 

equations, ideas, and words. Really, though, if we are to go back to 

the root of the word, education is about figuring out the strengths 

of each of these kids and helping them grow. 

Unfortunately, our current educational system doesn’t work well 

with that. Schools are held accountable to certain standards. We 

are tested every year to determine if we have fed the proper 

amount of information into our children. We are not asked in any 

way if we have helped a student reach his or her potential. Rather, 

we are asked if each student has reached a standard set forth by a 

group of government employees. 

We do have systems in place that help us evaluate how well we are 

reaching student potential, but they are much more subjective and 

very difficult to gauge with numbers. For example, every year we 

administer surveys to students, staff, and parents. Some of the 

most telling survey answers come in an open-ended format. The 

one question we asked is what we could change to make the 

school a better place. More than one parent responded that we 

should quit accepting late work. This is an interesting statement 

to which I have personally devoted a lot of time thinking.  

(continued pg. 4) 

Pre-School 

We talked to the preschoolers and asked them how 
school was going this year. They thought school was 
still going okay. They are all excited for Christmas 
though! We asked them what they wanted for Christ-
mas. Cora and Lilly R. wanted a doll. Lilly also wanted a 
Barbie. Kaihlynn wants Barbie clothes. Jaxon B. wants a 
tractor. Trenton wants John Deere toys and cars. Some 
of them shared their plans for Christmas vacation. Cora 
and Trenten are excited to play in the snow. Trenton is 
looking forward to going to the Mall of America.  

Student Council 

This month we have been 
getting ready to go to State 
Student Council Convention 
Dec. 11-13. Here we will be 
attending different motiva-
tional speakers and electing 
new state StuCo officials. We 
will also attend workshops to 
learn new ideas to hopefully 
bring back and institute in 
our school. There will be 
dances, games, and opportu-
nities to go to the Kirkwood 
Mall. 



2nd Grade 

The second graders have 
been busy with several pro-
jects lately. They have 
made turkeys, president 
pictures, planted potatoes, 
and they are also growing 
lettuce. In addition, they all 
seemed to have a good 
Thanksgiving break. Isabell 
liked eating. Clara liked go-
ing to her grandma’s house. 
Rhea liked eating mashed 
potatoes. Jordan liked play-
ing with her puppies, and 
Ian and Cali liked playing 
with their kittens. Thinking 
forward to another holiday, 
they were asked about 
what they all wanted for 
Christmas. Jackson said he 
wants an iPod. Isabell 
wants a sewing machine, 
and Rhea hopes to get 10 
kittens.  

 

Kindergarten 

The kindergarteners think school is going great and 

were excited to show us the turkeys they painted! 

They all look forward to Christmas as well. They told 

us some of the things they hope to receive. Ella, Allie, 

and Brinley really want a Barbie dream house. Bristol 

would like a Christmas book. Leon wants a dinosaur, 

and Charlie hopes to receive a ninja turtle. We also 

asked them about their plans for Christmas break. 

Ella and Allie are excited to decorate the tree. Bristol 

is going to Texas. Leon and Ella want to catch Santa. 

Most of them are going to bake cookies too!  

1st Grade 

The 1st graders were proud of their thankful paper 

place mats that they made for Thanksgiving. As we 

are nearing the halfway of the year, Macy says 

she likes science class the most. Kaylee likes to make 

art. Looking ahead to Christmas, Kody can't wait to 

eat turkey. Masyn likes getting toys. Connor hopes to 

get a snowmobile, and Aveah would like a tablet.    

First grade hard at work! 



When I was teaching, I never accepted late work. There were 

no exceptions. With that said, rarely did it every happen that a 

student would be late on assignments. I attributed that to the 

idea that it was clearly explained that I never accepted late 

work. That could be the case, but in retrospect I wonder if it 

could have had more to do with the fact that my main objective 

when giving assignments was to be sure everything was very 

clear.  

Regardless, as a teacher I never had to deal with a situation 

whereas kids were late with assignments. If I had, I think I 

would have responded very differently. Our world changes. 

We’ve got more kids than ever that are dealing with difficult 

situations outside of school that make school a challenge.  If we 

are just teaching the standard as the state would have us do, 

then all that really matters is that the student has the 

knowledge or set of skills to be able to pass the test. If they can 

pass the test, does it matter how timely they turned in their 

homework? Furthermore, if a student is having a difficult time 

getting homework done in a timely manner and as a result is 

failing because of it, I’m not sure they are going to work very 

hard in the future because things seem hopeless. 

This isn’t a new issue. When I was teaching and Mr. Krueger 

was high school principal in Montpelier, I remember having 

this conversation with him. At the time, I was exceedingly in-

vested in the test scores. My logic was then and is still that this 

is really the only objective data we have to help us guide our 

instruction. Mr. Krueger, on the other hand, didn’t get overly 

excited about the scores. He said something to the effect, “If 

there is good teaching, the kids will reach their potential and 

do as well as they can on the test.”  

The question to arise out of Mr. Krueger’s statement is “What 

constitutes good teaching?” The first step is to provide a clear 

and consistent environment. Clarity and consistency go a long 

way toward helping kids be successful. If, however, there is a 

lack of clarity and consistency in a student’s life outside of 

school, it takes a lot more of it in school. I don’t really have a 

good answer to the late work question. I do know, though, that 

clarity and consistency are necessary for good teaching. A third 

necessary element is compassion. To be compassionate we 

might need to give a kid a break every once in a while.   

Music News 

We will be having our Christ-
mas concert on December 
20 at 7 pm. Please bring all 
of your family and friends to 
get into the Christmas spirit 
with the talents of our stu-
dents as they sing and play 
their instruments for you! 



Elem Boys Bball 

The elementary boys basket-
ball team had a fun season 
filled with much improve-
ment! Although they did not 
win a game this year, they 
arguably improved more 
than any of the other teams 
they faced. The highlight of 
the season was that every-
one scored at least one bas-
ket! There will be a pizza 
party to officially end the 
season on 12/6 (Tues). It will 
be right after school, and it 
will be done about 4 pm. 

 

 

3rd Grade 

We have a lot of excited 3rd graders this month! They all 

seemed to have a good Thanksgiving break. Mylee’s favor-

ite Thanksgiving activity was playing hide-n-seek with her 

cousins. Chloe’s and Cheyenne’s favorite part was spending 

time with their family. So, far the class has made two pro-

jects for Christmas. They made elves and shaving cream 

ornaments. Speaking of Christmas, Fallan and Kaden both 

want a guitar for Christmas, and Max wants an RC car. 

4th Grade 

The 4th graders did not want our long Thanksgiving week-

end to end. Kaden’s and August’s favorite part was spend-

ing time with their family. Locklynn spent her time riding 

her horse, Bell. CeCe got to massage a turkey with her 

mom. The 4th graders recently did a turkey book report, 

and they loved it. They are all excited for Christmas! 

Locklynn wants a lead rope for her horse, and August 

hopes to get more Legos for his collection. 



5th Grade 

The 5th grade class is super 

excited for Christmas! They 

spent the whole time talking 

about what they hope to re-

ceive for Christmas. Cody 

wants a PS4, a VR headset, 

and a 150 Honda. Gage wants 

an Xbox 1 and a German 

Shepard puppy. Amy wants 

Minecraft stuff and a Go-cart. 

Jozee wants owl stuff. Nate 

wants Titan Fall 2. Louis 

wants a Go-Pro, a snowmo-

bile, and Lionel Messi shoes. 

Ethan wants a dirt bike and a 

monster truck. Colton wants 

new boots. Taryn wants an 

antigravity phone case. Hay-

den said he doesn’t need any-

thing.  

 

 

 

6th Grade 

The 6th graders are really excit-
ed about the board 
games they're making. In addi-
tion, the acorns they plant-
ed are starting to sprout. Overa
ll, school seems to be going 
pretty well for 
them. Eddie and Neveah said 
they really like to read. We al-
so asked them about what they 
do on Christmas, and Leah 
likes to ride in the sleigh. Nora 
likes to eat food. Haylee likes 
getting money. Finally, we 
asked them what they wanted 
for Christmas. Kassie wants cat 
ears headphones. Kadence wan
ts an iPod. Gabby really wants 
a PlayStation 4, and Cheyanna 
would like a calf.   

Senior Highlight– Andrew Roorda 

     After high school, I plan to attend NDSCS for Precision Machining Technology for two 
years. After college, I hope to work for UTC as a machinist for a career. A machinist sets up 
a mill or a lathe to create a metal precision part for a car, plane, or piece of farm equip-
ment. Assemblers will then assemble the parts together.  

     My advice for the younger students, is to be serious about school. If you don’t, your    
options after school will be rather limited. If you drop out of school, your options are even 
more limited.  

     One my favorite memories was my Sophomore year. The school had taken 
us to the missile siloes just outside of Cooperstown for a field trip on the third 
day of school. The tour guide had loads of information about how everything 
worked, and how the shift changes occurred, along with a variety of different 
facts relating to the missiles.  

Jr. High Girls Bball 

We have three junior high girls playing 
basketball this year: Lynkin, Megan, 
and Ryleigh. They have learned that 
there is a big difference between ele-
mentary and high school basketball. 
They won their first game against LLM. 
They are getting along well with the 
Edgeley-Kulm girls and will hopefully 
stay with the EKM basketball program 
throughout high school. 



Important Dates 
Dec. 6– Elementary Celebration 

Dec. 8– JH Girls BBall @Edgeley 4:30 

Dec. 9– First Day of Friday Pre-School 

Dec. 11-13– State Student Council 
(Bismarck) 

Dec. 12– HS Boys BBall @Napoleon 6 

Dec. 13– JH Girls BBall @Kulm 4:30 

Dec. 15– JH Girls BBall @Medina 4:30 

Dec. 16– HS Boys BBall @Steele 4:30 

Dec. 19– JH Girls BBall @Oakes 4:30 

Dec. 19– HS Boys BBall @Gwinner 6 

Dec. 20– Christmas Concert in Monty 7 
pm 

Dec. 21– Last day of School for 2016! 

Dec. 27– HS Boys BBall @Aberdeen TBA 

Jan. 23– Central Valley Immunization 
Clinic 

 

PTO NEWS 

Thank you to everyone who helped and attended this year’s 
PTO Bingo. We had a great turnout and raised just over 
$4000.00.  A special thanks to Paradiso’s, Robert and Holly 
Froehlich, Amy and Tony Roorda, The Frontier Fort, and 
K2S engineering for their donation of food.  

Our next PTO meeting is scheduled for Monday,        
December 12 at 3:30 PM. We will meet in the library.   

On the agenda is the planning of the Christmas Concert 
Santa, treat bags, and cookie table.  We will also be discuss-
ing the parent teacher conference meals and the timing of 
the Pizza Corner frozen pizza fundraiser.   

 

 



Winter Weather 

The winter weather season 

is here and all the challeng-

es it can bring. Many of our 

students ride the bus to and 

from school each day and 

there will be days when the 

weather is extremely cold, 

snowy or both. It is essen-

tial the students dress ap-

propriately when riding the 

bus in the winter time. Stu-

dents should wear warm 

winter coats (not just 

sweatshirts), gloves or mit-

tens, and some head wear 

such as a stocking cap. 

The safety of students is a 

priority and when weather 

conditions may cause a 

change in the normal rou-

tine please watch for a noti-

fication from the school. 

Notifications coming di-

rectly from the school will 

come to you by email, voice 

mail, and/or text message de-

pending on what method(s) 

you have selected. If you re-

ceive a phone call, there is 

typically a 10 to 15 second 

delay before the message actu-

ally begins to play, so please 

be patient. You may also be 

notified through the school’s 

listserv. If you have “liked” 

Montpelier School on Face-

book you may also find 

weather related updates there. 

Notices will also be on local 

television and radio stations. 

These notices will be sent out 

as early as possible so every-

one may plan appropriately.  

Senior Highlight– Brant Naze 

Brant plans to attend Lynnes Welding Training, and he hopes to pursue a 
career in welding. He said his favorite memories here were all of the big 
dodgeball games on the last day before Christmas break. His advice to the 
underclassmen are to work hard, do your best, and don’t forget to have fun! 

 

Grade 7: 
Megan Witcraft 
Lane Froehlich 

Grade 8: 
Lucas Rich 

Grade 9: 
George Ringuette 

Treazur Williamson 

Grade 10: 
Victoria Boom 

Grade 11: 
Jamie Bertsch 

Grade 12: 
Cheyanne Elsner 
Seth Kjellberg 

Brant Naze 


