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Martin News 
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER  

Every now and then we all need to take a break from re-
ality, not worrying about the many responsibilities we 
have each day. One of the best ways to do this is to 
watch a movie at home or at the theatre. Recently my 
wife and I went to the much-acclaimed movie La La 
Land. I didn’t know exactly what to expect but I immedi-
ately realized it was a modern-day musical with singing 
and dancing. Musicals like The Sound of Music and 
Singin’ in the Rain were quite popular during the 1950’s 
and 1960’s but not as much after that. I typically like ac-
tion movies but will admit that I found this movie to be 
refreshing. 

 Now I am not trying to be a film critique, but the 
movie did get me to think about the importance of 
blending the past with the new. La La Land had many 
classic musical characteristics but also incorporated the 
tools of modern day movie making. The use of “old 
school” and new methods made for a good movie. I be-
lieve that is important to implement this practice in our 
school. There are core values that have been formed over 
the last one hundred years in our school and these must 
continue to be used as the base for our school. However, 
we must realize that everything is not the same as they 
were in the past and that we must accept this. 

 Education has evolved over time whether it is 
how students are taught, the annual testing of students, 
or the utilization of technology in the classroom. Yes, 
some of the changes have been difficult and maybe not 
even easy to accept. Some ideas tried failed and others 
such as use of technology succeeded. No matter how 
these changes occurred it was done to hopefully improve 
the education of students.  

 Albert Einstein (sorry, the science guy in me 
coming out again) once said, “The distinction between 
the past, present, and future is only a stubbornly persis-
tent illusion.” I believe he is saying that one cannot 
simply look at one point in time without the other phas-
es being part of that view. We must use our past experi-
ences to help guide what we do today and tomorrow. 
Keeping this in mind I truly believe that our school will 
continue to be a positive learning experience for all our 
students. 

     ~Jerry Waagen 



A Message from Mr. Bear 

Notebooks, iPhones, tablets, iPads, rokus, k-boxes, firesticks, Ap-

pleTV’s, desktops, netbooks, Blackberry’s, Galaxy’s, chromebooks, 

watches, and the list goes on. If anybody is guessing what I was 

trying to list, you’d be right if you said I was listing things you 

could use to access the internet. The internet has become some-

thing most of us use multiple times every single day. Personally, I 

use it for email, student data, shopping, saving documents, gather-

ing information, entering grades, watching tv, and (again) the list 

goes on.  

There are a lot of advantages to this. I love the fact that if I buy a 

car, I can just send an email to my insurance agent. I love that 

teachers don’t have to write grades down on physical report cards. 

I love that I can watch old Northern Exposure and Taxi episodes. I 

love that when I want to buy a part for my car that I can just go to 

Amazon.com. I love that when I want something for a construc-

tion project I can search for materials on doitbest.com and then 

just send an email to my father-in-law. I love that I can work on a 

document that is shared between Mr. Waagen and Mrs. Maurer 

and all we have to do is login.  

There is a lot about this that is disconcerting as well. A piece of 

this that is disconcerting to me is the entire realm of social media. 

Kids and sometimes adults now have an entirely new dimension to 

add conflict to their lives. It seems like the vast majority of issues I 

have had that escalated to the point of students coming to the 

principal’s office this year have in some way been impacted by so-

cial media. Also, when I talk to adults and they vent about other 

people, (Continued on pg. 4)                              

Pre-School 

We asked the kids about Valentine’s Day. They are all 

excited for the holiday. Cora wants to eat a lot of candy. 

Lilly T likes makes hearts for her family. Jaxon V is excit-

ed to make a Valentine’s Day box. Lilly R is going to 

make hearts and a princess box. All of the kids are going 

to be making Valentine’s boxes. 

Student Council 

Student council is gearing up 
for spirit week. We will be do-
ing this during the week of boys 
districts. There will be a charity 
penny drive for the high school 
with the winning class getting a 
prize. Throughout the week 
there will be dress up days and  
high school wide competitions 
during 5th hour. Elementary is 
encouraged to dress up but will 
not be participating in the ac-
tivities and penny drive. The 
themes for the dress up days 
will be on posters hung up in 
the lunch room prior and dur-
ing spirit week.  



2nd Grade 

The Second graders are 
very indecisive about 
Ground Hogs Day. Kalli, 
Rhea, and Brayden 
think the ground hog 
will not see his shadow. 
While Isabella, Clara, 
Jordan, Ian, and Jaxson 
think he will! Kalli, 
Rhea, Isabella, Jordan, 
and Jaxson want spring 
to come quickly, but 
Clara, Ian and Brayden 
want winter to stay. 
Everyone in the whole 
class is excited for Val-
entines Day except for 
Jaxson, even when he 
was told about the can-
dy.  

 

Kindergarten 

The kindergarteners were very excited to tell us 

about Valentine’s Day. Ella is going to give out 

candy and make a unicorn box. Jalyssa is going to 

make a hello kitty box. They are all excited for 

the candy. Charlie is looking forward to having 

chocolate. Brinley is going to make a princess 

box. We also asked them about Groundhog’s 

Day. Ella, Alli, Brinley, Jalyssa, and Charlie all 

want spring to come. Leon and Bristol want win-

ter to stay. 

1st Grade 

The 1st graders had some knowledge they wanted 

to share right away… Maycee told us butterflies 

have six legs. Aveahya told us caterpillars have 

fur. For Valentine’s day, Kailey looks forward to 

decorating her house for Valentine’s Day. Kody 

likes to build snow forts. Mason  is excited to  see 

his mom on Valentine’s Day. They’re making val-

entines boxes for that special day too. As for the 

groundhog, they said to tell him they want more 

snow.  

First grade hard at work! 



it seems like a part of the conversation always starts with, 

“Well, on Facebook…”  

Social media does cause issues, but with my narrow perspective 

it seems as if it’s somehow better because the issues people 

have with social media are issues they created themselves. They 

can always shut off the computers (or phones or whatever). A 

bigger issue I see is one of privacy. My iPhone was recently re-

paired. When it came back, I just happened to look at the apps 

that I had previously hidden away in folders. One of those apps 

was the one called ‘Health’. I opened that app for the first time 

and it had already been tracking how many steps I had taken 

throughout the day. My phone tracks me everywhere I go. I 

don’t go to too many bad places, but it is a little unnerving that 

even without it asking me if I wanted it to happen or not, my 

location information is stored in the cloud. And, once it’s there, 

it’s there forever.  

The Luddite in me says that we should close all our computers, 

throw away our phones, and maybe even have electrical power 

shut off to our properties. In school, maybe we should go back 

to pencil and paper, chalkboards, and kerosene lamps. I know, 

however, that this isn’t going to happen. 

In fact, one of the things that I believe will likely happen in the 

near future is that our high school will go 1:1 meaning that eve-

ry kid in the high school will have an internet-connected device 

in their hands which they can take home. As time moves for-

ward and things get cheaper, this is almost becoming an inevi-

tability. That’s a little bit scary to me because I feel a little bit as 

if we are indoctrinating our kids into a world of technology 

which might be a scary place.  

What’s true, though, is that in order to teach a kid to read, 

you’ve got to give them something to read. In the same way, in 

order to teach a kid about the big technological world in which 

they live, you’ve got to put the technology in their hands. If any 

parents or community members are interested in learning 

more about what we are considering, I would love to talk about 

it. I’ve even got a device we are considering at the school which 

parents or community members could look at and see what we 

are thinking about. Feel free to contact me if you want to know 

more (james.bear@k12.nd.us or 701-489-3348). 

Music News 

Please make sure to find a 
music member and ask 
about buying chocolate from 
them! There are some stu-
dents who still have some to 
sell. Please keep an eye out 
for future fundraisers as we 
try to raise money to take 
our spring trip. 



Elem Girls Bball 

The elementary girls basket-
ball season will start on 
Monday, February 6. Notes 
were sent home with all 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade girls that 
were interested in playing. 
Please turn in the permis-
sion slips to the office before 
the first practice. Due to ar-
chery, there will only be 
practice on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays 
until the middle/end of 
March. Practices will be right 
after school and will go until 
4:30 most days, but no long-
er than that. For more infor-
mation, contact Richard 
Wright at 701-490-7033 or 
richard.wright@k12.nd.us. 

 

 

3rd Grade 

The 3rd graders are all excited for Valentine's Day. They 

all said they were excited for candy, spending time with 

family, and making Valentine’s boxes. Chloe said she was 

making a box with pictures of her lamb, no one else knew 

what they wanted to do yet, but they are sure to do a 

great job. All but one student is also hoping that the 

groundhog gives us six more weeks of winter.  

4th Grade 

Like the 3rd graders, the 4th grade is very excited about 

Valentine's Day. They are especially looking forward to 

getting and eating lots of candy. They were split even as a 

class about Groundhog’s Day. Two wanted spring to 

come soon, but the other two hope for six more weeks of 

winter!  



5th Grade 

The 5th graders are doing a 

bunch of different things for 

Valentine’s Day. Everyone is 

looking forward to  eating 

lots of candy. Ashley said she 

wanted to sleep, Leah is go-

ing to ride horse, and Louis is 

going to eat a lot of fun dip. 

Nate was going to make a box 

with his brother for candy 

and Amy wanted to make a 

Minecraft cake. 

The were also unanimous as 

a class and hope groundhog 

doesn’t see his shadow, so 

spring comes sooner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade 

Love is in the air for 6th grade! 
We asked them what are some 
of things they do for Valen-
tine's day. Nevaeh gives her 
mom flowers and a card. Leah 
gives her horse an extra treat. 
Ashlynn likes getting candy. 
Zach gets a Coke from his dad. 
Cheyana goes out to eat with 
her family. Gabby gets candy 
from her mom and dad. Nora 
gets candy from friends. Kassi-
dy gets a teddy bear and a blan-
ket from her mom. Hailey likes 
getting candy from friends. Ed-
dy likes getting candy too. This 
class also unanimously wants 
spring to come sooner than 
later! 

High School Basketball 

The boys season this year has been going well. They are a very young team that is gaining 
lots of experience this year. Brant Naze is the lone senior in the starting lineup for Varsity, 
Nik Marks is a senior guard the gets playing time on the varsity as well. Hobie Bear plays 
post for JV primarily but has gotten some varsity time. Hobie’s next game is on Saturday, 
2/4/2017 at 10am in Kulm: JV Tournament. The next varsity action is against Lamoure in 
Kulm at 6 pm. 

      

Jr. High Boys Bball 

The Junior high team has been doing 
quite well this season, and they have 
only lost one game. Our Montpelier 
boys have been getting a lot of playing 
time in almost every game. Lance Kjell-
berg  scored 10+ at the Midkota game. 
They even beat Jamestown at a jam-
boree this previous weekend, and 
then went up to Jamestown and beat 
by an even larger amount! Their next 
game is at Ellendale at 4:30 pm on 
February 9.  

Lane Froehlich Logan Rich Lance Kjellberg 

Hobie Bear Nik Marks Brant Naze 



Important Dates 
Feb. 2-3– AdvancED School Review 

Feb. 2, 4- JV BBall Tourn@Kulm TBA 

Feb. 2- JH Bball @Jamestown 5 pm 

Feb. 6- Elem Girls Start BBall 

Feb. 7- HS Bball @Kulm 6 pm 

Feb. 7- Jump Rope for Heart 

Feb. 8- Early Release Day 

Feb. 8- School Board Meeting 6pm 

Feb. 9– HS BBall @Carrington 5:30pm 

Feb. 9- JH BBall @Ellendale 4:30pm 

Feb. 10- NO SCHOOL! 

Feb. 14– JH BBall @Oakes 4:30pm 

Feb. 15- Spelling Bee 

Feb. 14- Bookmobile Here 

Feb. 16– JH BBall @Pingree 4pm 

Feb. 16– HS BBall @Pingree 6pm 

Feb. 18– HS BBall @Wishek 6pm 

Feb. 24,25,27–BBall Districts @Jamestown 

Feb. 28- Bookmobile Here 

Feb. 28- PT Conferences 4pm 

 

 

 

 



Winter Weather 

The winter weather season 

is here and all the challeng-

es it can bring. Many of our 

students ride the bus to and 

from school each day and 

there will be days when the 

weather is extremely cold, 

snowy or both. It is essen-

tial the students dress ap-

propriately when riding the 

bus in the winter time. Stu-

dents should wear warm 

winter coats (not just 

sweatshirts), gloves or mit-

tens, and some head wear 

such as a stocking cap. 

The safety of students is a 

priority and when weather 

conditions may cause a 

change in the normal rou-

tine please watch for a noti-

fication from the school. 

Notifications coming di-

rectly from the school will 

come to you by email, voice 

mail, and/or text message de-

pending on what method(s) 

you have selected. If you re-

ceive a phone call, there is 

typically a 10 to 15 second 

delay before the message actu-

ally begins to play, so please 

be patient. You may also be 

notified through the school’s 

listserv. If you have “liked” 

Montpelier School on Face-

book you may also find 

weather related updates there. 

Notices will also be on local 

television and radio stations. 

These notices will be sent out 

as early as possible so every-

one may plan appropriately.  

Senior Highlight– Cheyanne Elsner 

Cheyanne Elsner plans on attending the University of Jamestown for Nursing 
in the Fall of 2017. She enjoyed playing volleyball and riding horse while here. 
Her advice for the under classmen is to hand in your homework on time and 
ask teachers for help if you need. Her favorite memory in school is getting the 
chance to play volleyball for 6 years. 

 

Grade 7: 
Lane Froehlich 

Grade 8: 
Lucas Rich 

Grade 9: 
Colten Boom 

Grade 10: 
Bailey Enzminger 

Grade 11: 
Dylan Stoppleworth 

Grade 12: 
Seth Kjellberg 

Brant Naze 


