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Martin News 
JANUARY NEWSLETTER  

A MESSAGE FROM MR. BEAR 

With the beginning of the second semester on 

January 16th, the one thing that I personally want 

to address is student apathy. We’ve all seen it. 

We’ve all known kids that simply don’t care 

about school. I remember being one of those 

kids. Things are different today than they were 

when I was going to school, though.  Some of the 

concerns are similar, but there are also new is-

sues that weren’t yet conceived 30 years ago. 

Some kids don’t have an easy life, but all of the 

kids today do have easier access to dangerous 

lifestyles than I did as a kid. In addition, they’ve 

got their online worlds in Facebook, Twitter, 

snapchat, and all of the other electronic distrac-

tions to be concerned with. Plus, there are simply 

more people around than there used to be and it 

is easier to get from place to place than it used to 

be. All of these things contribute to a lack of suc-

cess in our students because there are so many 

things kids find more important than school. 

I did have my own challenges 

growing up. I’m very happy 

with my life as I have it now 

and am not sure what I would 

change to make it better. As a 

teenager, though, my outlook 

wasn’t so great. In fact, I grew 

up in a home where neither of 

my parents graduated from 

high school. Both my sisters 

went to college, but none of my 

three brothers did. (Cont. pg 2) 



To make matters worse, my dad died when I was a jun-

ior in high school leaving my mom to provide for us on 

her part-time minimum wage job. Things were a little 

tough and I do see some of the kids in Montpelier 

School with some of these same challenges. 

There are two things that helped me overcome issues I 

had as a youth: 

  1. My mother always encouraged me. She instilled 

in me a confidence which told me I could do an-

ything I wanted to do. She never berated me. 

She never suggested I couldn’t do anything. She 

had absolute faith in me and that helped me 

have faith in myself.  

  2. I grew up. I had several jobs that didn’t require a 

college degree that weren’t a lot of fun and ulti-

mately getting married and having baby pushed me into 

the realm of responsibility. 

I share this to help readers understand that I know why 

school isn’t the most important thing to some of our 

kids. I also understand, though, that all of them can 

achieve anything they want to achieve. They do need 

the confidence to be able to do it, though, and they also 

need a reason to do it. Parents and (Cont. pg. 4)

Pre-School 

We asked the preschool class about Christmas break and 

they were excited to tell us some of the fun things they 

did. Trenton and Lilly T shoveled. Cora and Jaxon V 

went sledding. Kaihlynn played Pie Face with her cous-

ins. Lilly R baked cookies and watched movies. Jaxon B 

stayed at home. We also asked them what they got for 

Christmas. Jaxon V got a racecar track. Kaihlynn got an 

Easy Bake oven. Cora got a stroller. Lilly T got a baby 

doll with puppies. Jaxon B got a tractor that makes noise. 

Lilly R got a play cleaning set and Barbie doll. Trenton 

got a remote control car. They were excited to start the 

new year. 

Student Council 
For the week of the 20th of February 

student council will be having a spirit 

week. This will be for the HS Boys 

Basketball districts game. We will be 

having various dress up days, a charity 

fundraiser, and events during lunch. 

The week will be primarily directed 

towards the HS but Elementary is  

encouraged to participate in the dress 

up days. The student council will also 

be conducting a fundraiser so be sure 

to ask student council members about 

it. 



2nd Grade 

There was a lot of excit-
ing things the 2nd grad-
ers have done over 
Christmas break. Ian, 
Kali, and Jordyn went 
sledding. Isabella, Clara 
and Rhea played games 
with their grandmoth-
ers. Jaxson got blue 
hair! Ian, Isabella, 
Rhea, Jaxson, Kali, and 
Jordyn all loved the 
snow we got over 
break, while Clara 
thought it was really 
weird. Isabella’s favor-
ite Christmas present 
was her Monster High 
Castle. Rhea got an 8 
foot stuffed Caterpillar, 
and Ian got a UFO 
Drone!   

 

Kindergarten 

We talked to the Kindergarten about Christmas 

break. Jalyssa and Ella got a Barbie house. Allie 

and Brinley got Barbie dolls. Leon got a robot. 

Brinley went to her Grandma’s house for Christ-

mas. Ella went to Fargo. Bristol went to Texas. 

Leon went to Minneapolis. Jalyssa went to her 

cousin’s house. We also asked them about the 

new year. They are all enjoying it so far except for 

Jalyssa. She keeps  getting the year mixed up. 

 

 

1st Grade 

The 1st grade had a pretty good Christmas break. 

They all opened presents on Christmas day, and 

they were really excited at what they found. 

Some of the kids like Macy, Kalee, Aveah got 

Trolls stuff for Christmas. Conor rode snowmo-

bile. Kody and Masyn went sledding.  

First grade hard at work! 



teachers can help instill that confidence but for all of the 

words we use, it isn’t often that a teenager is convinced by a 

parent or teacher why school is important. I know I wasn’t. 

In the meantime, as a school we will continue to try to do 

what we can to help the kids. Last semester, every week we 

checked kids’ grades. If anybody was failing anything, I 

brought them into my office and then they spent time in 

noon study hall. For some kids, that wasn’t productive. For 

most kids it seemed like a punishment, but that was not the 

intent. So, as a staff we decided to change things. 

For the second semester, I will once again check student 

grades every week. If a student is failing, they will spend 

time with Mrs. Schuetz, our counselor. My hope is that she 

will be successful at instilling some of that confidence and 

sense of urgency in our kids. If they are on the list three 

weeks in a row, however, we will take further action. For 

students that have been on the list three weeks in a row, I 

will be calling parents and making an attempt at finding a 

time after or before school where kids can get extra help. 

Part of me says it’s not enough to look at kids that are re-

ceiving failing grades. A D or even a C isn’t a good enough 

grade. I do want parents to know that our teachers are 

available before and after school for kids to get extra help. 

As part of teacher contracts, they are required to spend a 

half hour before and after school each day for just this pur-

pose. Feel free to contact teachers or myself if you’d like to 

set up a time for your child to get extra help. 

Ultimately, we all just want our kids to succeed. Many of 

them have hurdles. Many of those hurdles cannot be elimi-

nated by us. As a school we want to do our best to help 

them figure out how to get over them. 

Music News 

Please make sure to find a 
music member and ask 
about buying chocolate from 
them! There are some stu-
dents who still have some to 
sell. Please keep an eye out 
for future fundraisers as we 
try to raise money to take 
our spring trip. 



Elem Girls Bball 

The elementary girls basket-
ball season will be starting in 
early February. Please watch 
for notes going home in the 
next week or so. 

 

 

3rd Grade 

The 3rd graders enjoyed their Christmas break. Chey-

anne said she went swimming, Fallon ate ice cream, 

and Chloe played games. Kaden had 5 Christmas's! 

Miley went to Fargo, Donte broke his sled, and Max 

rode sled.  For the New Year, Chloe wants to cook 

more with her grandma. Donte wants to get a 100 on 

a spelling bee test. Miley wants to play with her kit-

tens more. Fallon and Kaden want to exercise more. 

Cheyanne wants to play piano more, and Max wants 

to help more around the house. The last thing ques-

tion asked was what they got for Christmas. Max got 

a PS4, Fallon got a game, Chloe got hair stuff, Kaden 

got a drone, Miley got a hatchable, Donte got a razor 

scooter, and Cheyanne got a tablet. 

4th Grade 

Over the break the fourth graders had a lot of fun. 

August ate a lot of food and got books for Christmas. 

He also doesn’t want to get stuck in his snowbank 

forts any more. Locklynn did lots of baking and got 

Legos and a cooling blanket for her horse. CeCe made 

gingerbread trains and got new outfits for Christmas. 

Her new year’s resolution is to learn how to ride her 

goats. 



5th Grade 

Over the break the 5th 
graders did a couple of 
different things. Nate was 
the only one that had a 
new year’s resolution. He 
wanted to get more sleep. 
He got an Xbox controller. 
I also asked the kids what 
they got for Christmas. 
Gage got a tablet and 
played on it for most of the 
break. Amy went to her 
grandma’s and got a drone 
for a present. JoZee spent 
Christmas in the dark due 
to the power outage, but 
she did get new boots. 
Rylee got a bow and arrow. 
Cody got a 9mm, and Lou-
is got a Go Pro.  

 

 

 

6th Grade 

We asked the 6th graders 
how their break went, and 
they all agreed it was great! 
Gabby got a PS4, Cheyanna 
changed her hair, Ashlyn 
went to her uncle’s house to 
play a game called Life. Nora 
went to Mrs. Bowens house, 
Eddie made candles to have 
light during the power out-
age. Zach played board 
games. Some of them have 
New Year’s Resolutions. 
Naveah wants to get her 
braces off, Kassidy want to 
change her hair white, Hai-
ley wants to win the lottery, 
and Leah plans to get her 
colt to lift her feet up. 

Senior Highlight– Sam Hofmann 

 I’m Sam Hofmann and I plan on attending North Dakota 
State University in the fall of 2017. I plan on going for   
either vet-tech or nursing. My favorite memory from high 
school is going to volleyball tournaments with my team. 
Some advice I have for underclassmen is to study, and if 
you need help just ask the teachers or your peers.  

Jr. High Boys Bball 

We have three boys from 
Montpelier participating 
on the EKM Jr high team. 
They are Lance Kjellberg 
(Post), Lane Froehlich 
(Post), and Logan Rich 
(Forward). They won their 
first game, which was 
against Ellendale, by a 
score of 36 to 20. It was a 
great team effort on all the 
boys’ part. Come support 
the team! Game times are 
on the school’s webpage. 



Important Dates 
Jan. 19– JH BB @Kulm @5pm 

Jan. 20– HS BB @ Edgeley @6pm 

Jan. 23– Central Valley Immunization 
Clinic 

Jan. 24– HS BB @Kulm @6pm 

Jan. 24– JH BB @Wishek @4pm 

Jan. 26– HS BB @Edgeley @4:30pm 

Jan. 26-27– JH BB @Edgeley @TBA 

Jan. 27– RED Day reading event 2:30 pm 

Jan. 28– HS BB @Sargent Central @ 1 pm 

Jan. 30– JH BB @Edgeley @4:30 pm 

Jan. 30– Nurtured Heart Class 7 pm 

Jan. 31– HS BB @Ellendale @ 6 pm 

 

PTO NEWS 

BOXTOPS Contest!  

WHO: HS staff/students vs Elem. staff/students 

WHEN: Friday, February 24 

WHAT: Box tops (we appreciate if they are bundled in groups of 50 
- - Study Hall project?) 

WHERE: Turn them into Mrs. Brown  

Winners get ice cream!  

____________________________________________________ 

     RED day reading event on Fri, Jan. 27 @ 2:30 pm 

 On Friday, January 27th our entire elementary 

 school is taking the time to enjoy reading.  You are 

 invited to  come and read with your child . We hope 

 to see you there!   

_____________________________________________________ 

Nurtured Heart Class Mon, Jan 30@7pm 

Build inner wealth in your child 

Learn the 3 stands of the Nurtured Heart Approach 

Contact: HEIDI BEAR NHA Trainer Montpelier Public School  

Sign up by phone or email: 701-489-3348 or heidi.bear@k12.nd.us 



Winter Weather 

The winter weather season 

is here and all the challeng-

es it can bring. Many of our 

students ride the bus to and 

from school each day and 

there will be days when the 

weather is extremely cold, 

snowy or both. It is essen-

tial the students dress ap-

propriately when riding the 

bus in the winter time. Stu-

dents should wear warm 

winter coats (not just 

sweatshirts), gloves or mit-

tens, and some head wear 

such as a stocking cap. 

The safety of students is a 

priority and when weather 

conditions may cause a 

change in the normal rou-

tine please watch for a noti-

fication from the school. 

Notifications coming di-

rectly from the school will 

come to you by email, voice 

mail, and/or text message de-

pending on what method(s) 

you have selected. If you re-

ceive a phone call, there is 

typically a 10 to 15 second 

delay before the message actu-

ally begins to play, so please 

be patient. You may also be 

notified through the school’s 

listserv. If you have “liked” 

Montpelier School on Face-

book you may also find 

weather related updates there. 

Notices will also be on local 

television and radio stations. 

These notices will be sent out 

as early as possible so every-

one may plan appropriately.  

Senior Highlight– Seth Kjellberg 

My name is Seth Kjellberg, and I plan on attending North Dakota State Uni-
versity to study Agricultural & Biosystems Engineering and Land Surveying. 
My favorite memory from high school is dancing alone with Hobie to Bohe-
mian Rhapsody at the 2016 prom. My advice to underclassmen is to save every-

thing! Write down all the volunteer work you do, clubs 
you are in, awards you’ve received, sports you’ve been in, 
because it will make filling out scholarships a hundred 
times easier. You may think now that it’s not a big deal, 
and it’s a long way away, but it’s not and college is expen-
sive. Remember scholarships are free money and you only 
have to write an essay usually.  

 

Grade 7: 
Megan Witcraft 

Grade 8: 
Lucas Rich 

Grade 9: 
George Ringuette 

Treazur Williamson 

Grade 10: 
Hobie Bear 

Grade 11: 
Jamie Bertsch 

Grade 12: 
Cheyanne Elsner 
Seth Kjellberg 

Brant Naze 


