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Martin News 
Mr. Waagen– Growth Mindset 

Nature vs Nurture? You may or may not have heard that question be-
fore, but basically it asks are we naturally the way we are, or does how 
we are raised determine what we become in life. This question has 
been debated for some time and personally I believe it is a combina-
tion of both. Yes, we all have some skills that we naturally have but 
there are skills we all can develop in our lifetime.  

This year our teachers are doing a book study of The Growth Mindset 
Coach by Annie Brock and Heather Hundley. The basic premise of the 
book is that we need to have a growth mindset as opposed to having a 
fixed mindset. The fixed mindset assumes that our abilities such as in-
telligence, abilities, and talent cannot be significantly developed, 
while the growth mindset means we can be develop those abilities. 

(Continued on Pg. 6) 

 

November Edition 

Mr. Bear– Success 
As teachers, administrators, and parents, we all know that one of the 
greatest struggles in education is convincing our children the im-
portance of good grades. By the time they graduate high school, most 
students understand it better than they did as 7th graders, but quite 
often by that time it is too late. As a result, we all end up looking for 
other motivational methods. For Quarter 2, we have come up with 
something new at Montpelier School. We’re calling it FAD (Focused 
Academic Direction). FAD is not only a motivational method, but also a 
way to carve some time out of the day to help those students that are 
struggling. 

What we’ve done is identified three periods during the course of the 
day that could be shortened. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we’ve short-
ened those days by 10 minutes thus giving us an additional half hour. 
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Student Council 

Student Council has been 
taking advantage of the newly 
introduced "FAD" period. We 
have commandeered the 
lunch room bulletin board and 
have used the FAD period to 
put up a couple of announce-
ments. The council also made 
some locker signs for basket-
ball during that FAD period. 
We are also still trying to think 
of ways to have some sort of 
activity with the elementary. 

-Hobie Bear, President 

Pre-School 

The Pre-Schoolers had a hard time remembering what Thanksgiving was, 
so we had to explain it to 
them. After that, they decided 
their favorite part is the food 
and seeing family. Thanksgiv-
ing is about bringing family 
together and having a good 
time, and they are all thankful 
for there families. They also 
love their friends that come 
and help out. This Halloween, 
they made scary monsters and monster trucks that were doing jumps. Fi-
nally, they let us know they love to play Tag. They have many different 
versions of tag they play! 

Kindergarten 

In the Kindergarten class, Trenten said his favorite part of Thanksgiving is 
shooting turkeys, Lilly T.’s is celebrating the holiday, Lilly R’s said that it is 
being with aunts and cousins, and Jaxon B. and Kaihlynn said that it is the 
food. Finally, Jaxon V. and Cora said that it is the cupcakes and family. 
They were also asked what they are thankful for. Trenten said his baby 
sister, Lilly T. said her family, Lilly R. said her baby sister, Jaxon B. said 
helping his mom getting eggs, Jaxon V. said his brother, Kaihlynn said her 
baby sister and her family, and Cora said that it is her baby brother and her 
family. When asked what their favorite project is this year, Trenten, Lilly R. 
and Jaxon V. said that it was the worm they made. While Lilly T., Jaxon B., 
Kaihlynn, and Cora said that it was Spookly. When asked their favorite 
part of school, Lilly T. said that it was their teacher Mrs. Schrader. 

First Grade 

The 1st graders made leaf men, spiders, pumpkins, and monsters recently. 
According to Charlie, Leon, Bristol, and Micah, recess is the best part of 
school. Ella said her favorite part of school is Math. Allison said that her 
favorite was doing projects. Jalyssa said the best part is lunch. Ella said the 
best part of thanksgiving is being thankful for what you have. Leon and 
Bristol's favorite part is writing let-
ters to people. Allison likes getting 
candy. Charlie’s favorite part is 
getting to see family. Ella, Bristol, 
and Charlie said they are all thank-
ful for their families. Leon said that 
he is thankful for being born! 
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“The fourth graders think that 4th grade is the best grade in the world! “ 

When asked their favorite part of school, most of 
the class said that it was gym class, while Jordan 
said that it was math. For their favorite part of 
Thanksgiving, most of the class said turkey while 
Kalli said that it was the candy that she gets. The 
class is thankful for many things. Brayden is 
thankful for his mother. Isabella said that it is her 
family. Jordan said that she is thankful for her cat. 
Kalli said that she is thankful for her friend Jordan. 
Clara said that she is thankful for Jesus. Ian said 
that he is thankful for his bunny, and Jakolby said 
that he is thankful for his friends and family. 
When asked what project they are most proud of 
so far, everyone said that  it was making a pump-
kin that came with a cat on it.  

 

 

 

The fourth graders are ready for the month of 
November! They all agreed that turkey, 
mashed potatoes, and gravy are great parts 
Thanksgiving. Some also enjoy spending time 
with family. Chloe said hanging out with her 
pet lamb. Kaden said going to Rhode Island. 
Most of them said they are thankful for family 
and friends. While Alex said toys, and Mylehe 
said kittens. Favorite projects they have done 
are making marshmallows towers! Max said 
he is hopeful for drag races with handmade 
cars. Kaden said he enjoyed helping with 
making the billboard in the hallway.   

Third and Fourth Grade 

The second graders are ready for the month of 
November! When 
asked what their 
favorite part of 
Thanksgiving was, 
most of them said 
they liked tur-
key.  While others 
said seeing friends 
and family, games, 
watching movies, 
and snowmobil-
ing.  Another ques-
tion asked was what they are thankful for.  Most 
of them said God, Ms. Anselment, family, and 
friends. Kody said he is thankful for his dad. 

Aveahya said her friend Kristina, and Savannah 
said her baby broth-
ers.  Favorite projects that 
they are going to do is to 
make turkeys, and 
Aveahya is hopeful for 
making apple pie.  Favorite 
part of school for them 
consisted of reading, re-
cess, math, using the 
smartboard, lunch, seeing 
friends, and seeing Ms. An-
selment every day! 

Second Grade 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 
story here.” 
“Some of the projects they have enjoyed doing this year are the Solar Ovens and 
learning about distilling water.”   -Sixth Grade Class 

The sixth grade class loves Thanksgiving too! 
Some of they're favorite things are spending 
time with their families, eating the delicious 
foods on Thanksgiving day, and playing 
games. They are also very thankful! They are 
thankful for their dogs, cats, horses and even 
their four-wheelers! Some of the projects 
they have enjoyed doing this year are the So-
lar Ovens and learning about distilling water. 
Besides those projects, some other favorite 
parts of school include going to gym class, 
playing with their friends at recess, spelling, 
and of course, lunchtime! 

Sixth Grade 

The Fifth graders love Thanksgiving! Their 
favorite thing about it is the food. As the holi-
day nears, we asked them what they’re 
thankful for. Cece is thankful for her goat 
(Tod), and Lockylnn is thankful for family, 
friends, and the food her family brings to the 
table. They always have projects to do in Mr. 

Nelson’s class. They just fin-
ished their Science projects, 
and they are doing a can book 

report right now. Kaden likes Sci-

ence and Social Studies, Cece likes Math and 
Science as well and August likes reading on 
Fridays. 

Fifth Grade 
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Counseling News 

My husband, Nick, recently 
accepted a new position in 
Garden City, Kansas.  This 
means I will be moving.  He 
will move within the next few 
weeks, but I plan to stay here 
until Christmas.  This means 
that counseling services will 
continue and if you need any-
thing please continue to let 
me know.  

I started writing this many 
times, but the words failed 
me. The staff at Montpelier 
has been a family, and I am 
truly honored to be a part of 
it.  I am very excited for this 
adventure, and for Nicks new 
opportunity, but the sadness 
I feel at leaving you all is 
overwhelming.  From the 
bottom of my heart: thank 
you for being supportive and 
wonderful to work with! I 
have loved being a part of 
such a caring community. 
You have blessed me more 
than I could ever express in 
words!  

        Sincerely, 

 Courtney Schuetz 

 

 

 

  

Football 

Varsity football had only lost one game this year and were looking to defend 
their state championship from last year! They won their playoff opener Octo-
ber 21 against HWC. However, their season came to an end against Langdon 
in the quarter finals.  Dawson was a valuable part to the starting lineup of this 
year’s team, despite this being the first year playing for them! JV Football 
finished 5-3 this year. Hobie said his favorite part was playing/learning a new 
sport. His season ended early with a hernia injury, but he still plans to play 
again next year. Zach and Lance were a part of a very successful JH season as 
well. The team finished 6-2. Lance’s favorite memory was stripping the run-
ning back and having his teammate recover the fumble. Zach was able to get 
an assist on special teams. Both of them enjoyed playing and plan to do it 
again next year! Nate was our lone elementary player, and his favorite 
memory was when he forced a fumble in his last game! 

Volleyball 

Our two JV volleyball girls finished their season Monday, Oct 23 in Gackle. 
They both agreed it was fun to play, and they plan to do it again next year! 
Treazur enjoyed getting to know the girls from Edgeley more, and Kenzie 
loves the feeling of getting aces on her serves! They both were proud that 
their team won a JV tournament halfway through the season! Lynkin’s JH 
team finished with winning record as well. 

Basketball 

The elementary boys’ basketball season is underway! We have 8 boys out 
this year. They played their first game in Edgeley on Tuesday, Oct. 24. They 
fought hard, but were unable to come away with the victory. However, they 
rebounded against Ellendale and won their first game of the year! Their first 
home game is Nov 2 at 4:30 pm against Edgeley. Come out and cheer them 
on! 

JH Girls’ basketball has started practicing. We have 6 girls out! Their first 
game is Nov. 6 in Frederick. HS Girls’ basketball will be starting practice on 
Nov. 13. Ryleigh will be our pioneer as the first girl HS player in our new co-
op! HS Boys’ basketball will start practice on Nov. 27. As of right now, Hobie 
will be our lone player, but there are others thinking about it. 

  

Elementary Boys Basketball Team 
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High School                       
Top of the Class 

7th Grade– Eddie Harms 

8th Grade– Lance Kjellberg 

      Megan Witcraft 

9th Grade– Lucas Rich 

10th Grade–  George Ringuette 

11th Grade– Hobie Bear 

12th Grade– Ericka Mastel 

The authors speak of brain plasticity, the ability of the brain to grow 
and make new connections. Resisting my science teacher side, this 
basically means our brain can change when needed and is not set 
with a limited ability. The connections in our brain can increase 
quickly if a skill is repeated and developed. A simple analogy is that 
of creating a new path in a forest and if the path is used over and 
over it will be well worn and quick and easy to use. However, if we 
do not use the path it will be over grown and traveling down it will 
be slowed. It comes down to the old phrase, “use it or lose it”. 

Our staff is learning ways to help students understand and believe in 
the growth mindset. We want all students to experience success 
and improve in their skills in the classrooms as well as outside the 
classroom. No, not everyone will be a math whiz, great novelist, or a 
star musician but they can become better in those areas and other 
areas of their lives. Together it is the job of parents and teachers to 
encourage our children, instilling in them that they can and will be-
come better when they try to do so. The brain is an amazing organ 
that can change and grow just like a muscle, it just needs to be exer-
cised. So, let’s get those brains working out and we will see our chil-
dren improve and have success in school! 

  
Sophomore castle project for Ms. Leggate. 

Teachers getting into the fun of Halloween! 
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Each of our teachers is then responsible for coming up with something fun for students to do 
during that time. The fun events are mostly fun but might have some educational benefit tied 
in such as making bouncy balls in science or playing a stock market game in business.  

On Mondays, two things happen. First, I run a grade-check and determine all students that are 
getting D’s or F’s in any classes. Whichever two teachers have the most students on those lists 
will not have a fun activity on Tuesday or Thursday. Tuesdays will be devoted to the teacher 
with the most students in trouble and Thursday will be devoted to the teacher with the second 
most students in trouble.  

Second, on Mondays, each teacher has a signup sheet for the period where they will be doing 
something fun. Throughout the day, students are able to sign up for the fun event which they 
want to take part. During the first week, all we had was fun activity because it was too early in 
the quarter for anybody to yet be in trouble. Check the web page for pictures. I do think kids 
had fun.  

Then, on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, I run a grade-check again and determine which stu-
dents will be able to go have some focused academic direction as opposed to taking part in the 
fun FAD time. I’m hoping this works well. So far, kids have said good things and my belief is 
that the fun FAD is enough of a motivation to convince kids to want to get better grades and 
also I’m also of the belief that the academic FAD time is time well-spent for kids to get caught 
up where they might behind.  

If any parents have any suggestions for teachers in terms of fun activities for FAD, please let 
them know. I know they’re always interested in your input.  

 

“Our staff is learning ways to help students understand and believe in the growth 
mindset. We want all students to experience success and improve in their skills in 
the classrooms as well as outside the classroom.” 

         -Mr. Waagen 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 
story here.” 

“I had moved around a lot and was very used to people being quite rude to me, but 
here at Montpelier, everyone was very welcoming and kind.“ 

          -Ericka Mastel 

After graduation, Ericka, plans on at-
tending an 
online school, 
located here in 
North Dakota. 
She wants to ei-
ther go for a 
business degree 
or teaching de-
gree. Her advice 
to the under-
classmen is to work hard, but remem-
ber to  take time to have fun as well. 

Ericka says that her favorite memory 
from Montpelier 
High School is 
when she first came 
to Montpelier. “I 
had moved around 
a lot and was very 
used to people be-
ing quite rude to 
me, but here at 
Montpelier, every-

one was very welcoming and kind.“ 

Senior Highlight– Ericka Mastel 

 

Students Hard at Work! 
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Music News 

The students are hard at 
work preparing for the 
Christmas Concert on De-
cember 19! 

Also, they are currently 
doing a fundraiser selling 
cookie dough and maga-
zines! 

November Lunch Menu 

  

November  Activities 

School Activities    Jr. High Girl’s Bball 
Picture Re-Take  Nov 6   L-F@Frederick, Nov 6 
School Board Meeting Nov 8   Ellendale@Ellendale, Nov 13 
No School Nov 10    MPB@Kulm, Nov 16 
Bookmobile Nov 14    LLM@Kulm, Nov 21 
No School  Nov 23-24    SB@Ashley, Nov 28 
Bookmobile Nov 28    Jamboree@Edgeley, Nov 30 
Early Dismissal Nov 29     
       

Elem. Boys’ Bball    High School Bball 
Edgeley@Montpelier, Nov 2   Girls First Practice- Nov 13 
LLM@Litchville, Nov 3   Girls Game- @Ashley, Nov 28 
Ellendale@Montpelier, Nov 7  Boys First Practice- Nov 27 
BCN@Montpelier, Nov 9 
LLM@Montpelier, Nov 14 
BCN@BCN, Nov 16 

  


