
We have all done this one 

time or another. Driving 

down the road and you take 

a glace at your gauges and 

to your surprise the gas 

gauge is incredibly low. You 

wonder, “Do I have enough 

fuel to get to my destination 

or at least to the nearest gas 

station?” You double check 

your gauge again 

moving your 

head to look at it 

from different 

angles and some 

of these views are 

more promising 

than others. Now 

we know the 

gauge level didn’t 

actually change but our 

perspective did; this is called 

from old science teacher 

days, parallax. Here ends my 

science lesson for the day. 

Our lives are based on our 

perspectives depending on 

how we want to view what 

is happening. Not every-

thing goes as planned 

whether it be burning of the 

morning toast, having a flat 

tire, or some other bump in 

the road. I once listened to a 

speaker at a state student 

council convention who 

gave the attendees a great 

perspective on their lives. 

Using a scale of 1-10 with a 

1– being really bad he pro-

vided them various scenari-

os asking them to rate each 

of them. When asked to rate 

a fight with a friend many 

students gave it a score of 

approximately eight and 

breaking up with a boy or 

girlfriend most said a nine or 

ten. He was 

not surprised 

by their re-

sponses and 

then he asked 

how they 

would having 

a parent or 

friend die and 

of course they 

responded with a ten. He 

then asked if a fight with a 

friend is that close in the 

rating compared to a death. 

You could hear the entire 

crowd stop and catch their 

breath as things were quick-

ly placed in perspective. 

Parents, you have the chal-

lenge of helping your chil-

dren sort through the many 

experiences they will go 

through as they grow up. 

Children are very perceptive 

and quickly pick up on how 

you approach what is hap-

pening to them or even to 

yourself. If we over react to 

the ‘little’ things in life they 

will do the same and may 

cause them to struggle with 

how to react when some-

thing ‘big’ happens. Don’t 

get me wrong — emotions 

are what after all makes us 

human and we must appre-

ciate each of them. 

Our students will have 

countless experiences while 

at school— some they will 

think are the greatest ever 

and others the worst ever. 

They will come home want-

ing to share these experienc-

es both good and bad and 

they need you to take the 

time to listen. Sometimes the 

stories will simply be humor-

ous or silly while other times 

they will be more serious 

and they may need your 

advice. Use your life experi-

ences and share with them 

how you handle situations 

and the many lessons you 

have learned. I cannot guar-

antee they will always listen 

to and follow your advice 

but it will give them some-

thing to think about when 

they do make their deci-

sions. Thanks for being there 

for your children. 
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The year is off to a great start 

in Montpelier’s High School. I 

have had a chance to be in 

most of the classrooms and 

I’ve seen teepee building in 

the social studies room, 7th 

graders working on projects 

for Where the Red Fern 
Grows in English class, and 

sophomores learn accounting 

terminology in Mr. Wright’s 

room. Sophomores have also 

been showing me their bugs 

in the hallways from science 

class and a group of juniors 

and a senior are at the school 

every morning at 7:45 for trig-

onometry. I’ve also had an 

opportunity to watch the kids 

develop physically in physical 

education class. When there 

are areas of needs not able to 

be met in the regular class-

room, I have also seen many 

good things happening in the 

learning center. It’s exciting to 

see these students building 

skills which will 

last them a life-

time.  

It is also true that 

some students 

struggle in some classes. In 

the school, our teachers are 

doing all they can to ensure 

student success, but some-

times that’s not enough. Eve-

ry Monday I do perform a 

grade check. Every student 

that is receiving a failing 

grade should have a phone 

doesn’t hurt to remind par-

ents and students that if a stu-

dent is absent from a class for 

more than 10 times during 

the course of the semester 

(20 times a year), there is a 

very good possibility they will 

not get credit for that class. 

Special circumstances such as 

hospitalization do warrant a 

school board reconsideration 

of the situation, but it is im-

portant that students come to 

school. 

Grades and attendance can 

be checked at any time by 

parents and students by log-

ging into PowerSchool. If 

PowerSchool access is not 

available and is desired, par-

ents should contact me at 

james.bear@k12.nd.us or 701-

489-3348. Also, if you have 

an updated email address, 

please send it my way. 

I do appreciate all of the sup-

port parents have been giv-

ing to me and the teachers in 

our efforts to educate Mont-

pelier School’s students. 
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call, text message, email or all 

three going home to parents 

informing them of the situa-

tion. I do try to use as many 

methods as possible so that 

parents are aware of the situ-

ation. In addition, I do 

visit with the students 

personally and they are 

required to attend a study 

hall over the lunch hour with 

whichever content teacher 

they are having trouble. We 

are doing our best to ensure 

that the students are getting 

the education they need.  

Another issue that has arisen 

is students being late for class. 

To be fair, it’s not a wide-

spread problem, but there are 

a few students that seem to 

have a hard time making it to 

class on time. Every time a 

student is tardy for a class, I 

do send an email to the stu-

dent, the teacher, and the 

parent if the parent has an 

email address on record. 

Once a student has been 

counted tardy four times dur-

ing the semester, they will 

need to come in for a 7:30am 

detention. And then, for eve-

ry tardy after that during the 

course of the semester they 

will need to come in for a 

7:30am detention.  

We have not yet had much of 

an issue with student absenc-

es. As long as we are on the 

topic of policy, though, it 
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From the desk of Mr. bear 



Students that enter our building 

every day come in with their 

own strengths and weaknesses 

with most of them being able to 

be successful. However, there 

are students that struggle aca-

demically and/or behaviorally 

and may require some support 

to help them be successful. Re-

sponse to Intervention, RtI, is a 

practice to provide high-quality 

instruction/intervention through 

review of student performance 

levels and providing interven-

tions to improve student perfor-

mance. 

RtI has been used at our school 

in the past and the process has 

been updated so we can better 

serve the students. The first step 

of RtI is when a teacher identi-

fies a student that is struggling 

and completes a referral form 

which goes to the RtI team. The 

team along with the teacher will 

review the strengths and talents 

gether increases the likelihood 

of the student improving and 

reaching their goal. Once a stu-

dent has achieved their goal 

they may no longer need their 

RtI program but may be moni-

tored for a time to ensure they 

remain successful without the 

intervention. 

Response to Intervention is a 

proactive approach to help stu-

dents that are struggling. How-

ever, there are some problems 

that are more complex and RtI 

may not work but is a goo be-

ginning point. Montpelier 

School wants all students to be 

successful and RtI is just one tool 

to make this happen. If you have 

any questions about RtI please 

contact Mr. Waagen. 
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of the student along with back-

ground data. The team will se-

lect targeted concerns and cre-

ate academic and/or behavioral 

goals and determine an inter-

vention program to help the stu-

dent reach the goals. The stu-

dent will be monitored for three 

weeks and after that time effec-

tiveness of the intervention pro-

gram will be evaluated. If the 

program is having positive re-

sults it will be continued and if 

not a new intervention will be 

chosen. 

The RtI team meets regularly as 

student needs change through-

out the year allowing support to 

students when necessary. Par-

ents will be notified if their child 

has been recommended for the 

RtI and permission will be asked 

prior to the start of an interven-

tion. The team approach of par-

ents and teachers working to-

loween night themselves. For 

ultimate Halloween safety, it is 

best to supervise children of all 

ages on their outing. 

 Set a curfew for older children,  

 Prepare homes for tricks or 

treaters by cleaning and clear-

ing your porches, sidewalks, 

and lawns. 

 Inspect candies and candy 

wrappers for safety before let-

ting the children eat them. 

 Make sure that the pedestrian 

area is safe for trick or treaters. 

 If you are driving, watch for 

children crossing the streets. 

Drive safely and slowly. 

(Article Source: http://

EzineArticles.com/328802) 

 

Autumn is here and along with 

back to school, falling leaves, and 

harvesting we are busy gearing up 

for the many holidays quickly ap-

proaching. Halloween can be a fun 

time for children. If you choose to 

participate in Halloween activities 

such as trick-or-treating please keep 

the following safety tips in mind. 

Halloween Child Safety Tips for Par-

ents: 

 Don’t let your children under 

the age of 13 go out on Hal-
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Halloween child safety tips  

Response to Intervention 



PTO is in a regrouping year. We 

need new people to join and share 

their ideas. On Monday, October 

12th we have a PTO meeting. We 

will hold the meeting at the school 

in the Elementary Library begin-

ning at 7:00pm. We have a lot of 

stuff to talk about and plan for. We 

hope to see you there. If you can’t 

be there but would still like to be 

involved please contact me via 

email or phone. 

Heidi Bear 

Heidi.bear@k12.nd.us 

489-3348 (W) 368-8538 (C) 
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The Rule of Five: 

 Open the book to any page. 

 Read the words on that 

page. 

 Count the number of words 

that you cannot read on 

your fingers. 

 Use your fingers to help 

you decide if this is a ‘good 

fit’ book for you– 1 word 

too easy, 2 words OK, 3 

words still OK, 4 tough to 

read– may need help, 5 

words too hard. 

 

This guide will help you and 

your child find books that are 

‘just right’ for their independent 

reading. 
A Parent’s Guide to 

Choosing a ‘Just Right’ 

Book 

As a parent, it can be a daunting 

task to choose a good fit book 

when faced with shelves of op-

tions. When your child sits down 

to read a book, it is important 

that the book isn’t too difficult or 

they may become frustrated. If 

the book is too easy it may not 

hold their attention. Having a 

book that is too easy or too hard 

will cause a delay in reading im-

provement. Here is a handy 

guide that will help you find that 

Goldilocks of books for your 

child to read independently. 
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Title I Newsletter 

PTO News 



 

P A G E  5  

day, October 

14th. We will 

meet from 6-

8PM at the 

Montpelier 

School. This is a free class. Dur-

ing the six week class we will 

focus on only giving energy to 

positive behaviors, not giving 

energy to negative behaviors, 

and being absolutely clear with 

our limits and expectations. The 

end result is a building of inner 

wealth in our children. If you 

have any questions about these 

classes or would like to sign up 

please contact me via email or 

phone. If you have already 

signed up you will hear from me 

prior 

to the 

first 

week’s class. I am excited to be 

on this journey with you! 

Heidi Bear 

Title I Coordinator 

heidi.bear@k12.nd.us 

489-3348 

Greatness is our Super Power! 

We have had a great start to the 

year. As a staff, we are being 

intentional in bringing the Nur-

tured Heart Approach (NHA) to 

our classrooms and hallways. To 

keep our minds and hearts on 

this approach we have a weekly 

‘Super Power’ words, weekly pic-

ture slide shows capturing our 

students living their greatness, 

and a Greatness bulletin board 

where teachers and students 

call out the greatness we see in 

each other. 

Nurtured Heart Approach par-

ent classes will be starting soon. 

Our first class date is Wednes-
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Nurtured Heart 



Wednesday, October 28th 
5:00—7:00pm 

Marion Community Hall 
Come dressed in your costume to win prizes, play games 

and have fun! 
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Family Halloween Carnival 

Sponsored by: Greater Marion Association 





Montpelier Mission Statement 

To be a community-based institution 

with community based cooperation. To 

enhance individual educational oppor-

tunities in a quality-learning environ-

ment. 

214 7th Ave 
Montpelier, ND 58472 

Welcome back parents! My name is 

Laurie Brown and I’m thrilled to be the 

Box Tops for Education Coordinator for 

Montpelier School. Clipping Box Tops is 

an easy way for you to help out school 

earn cash. Last school year, we earned 

$225.00 and used the money to pur-

chase Geoboards and Geobands for the 

Kindergarten and First Grade class-

rooms. 

Are you a Box Tops member? Sign up at 

www.BTFE.com to stay updated on our 

school’s earnings and find a full list of 

hundreds of participating products. 

Member also receive exclusive coupon 

offers and recipes and can learn about 

extra ways for our school to earn more 

cash. 

If you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me at lau-

rie.brown@k12.nd.us or 701-489-3348. 

Box tops for education 

Phone: 701-489-3348 
Fax: 701-489-3349 
E-mail: julie.smith1@k12..nd.us 

To add articles to our newsletter, write or email 
Julie Smith at the above address. 

MONTPELIER PUBLIC SCHOOL 

We’re on the web! 
www.montpelier.k12.nd.us 

I’m here to make our school’s Box 

Tops for Education program a 

huge success this year. Thanks for 

your help!! I know we can make a 

goal of at least $500.00 this school 

year! 

Send in your box tops with your 

children to give to their teacher 

throughout the school year. Our 

submission dates are November 

1st and March 1st. 

Our goal for this year is Hands On 

Science Experiment Supplies 

Thank you for your help in collect-

ing box tops for our school! 

.  

Mrs. Laurie Brown 

First Grade Teacher 

Box Tops Coordinator 



October 2015– activities 

Sun  M o n T ue  W e d T hu  F r i  Sat  

    1  
LMM VB vs Na-
poleon @ 
Montpel ier  5pm 
(3  games)  

2 3 

4  5  6  
LMM VS vs  El -
lendale @ 
Montpel ier  
4:30pm 
(3games)   

7 
Early  Re-
lease  Stu-
dent d ismiss  
a t  1:45  

8 
P/T Confer-
ences 3p-9p 

9 10 
LMM VB @ Oak-
es 11am V/JV 
only  
5&6 Grade Sur-
round the State in  
Song-Jamestown 

11 12 
 
PTO Meeting  
7pm 

13 14 15 
LMM VB vs LaM-
oure @ Montpel-
ier  6pm V/JV 
only Parents 
Night  
JH GBB Pract ice 
Starts  

16 17 

18 19 
LMM VB vs 
PBM @ 
Pingree 6pm 
V/JV only  

20 
School  Board 
Meeting 6pm 

21 22 
 
No School  

23 
 
No School  

24 

25 26 27 28 
Flu Shots  
1pm 

29 30 31 
 
Halloween     

       



October 2015-Lunch menu 

Sun  M o n T ue  W e d T hu  F r i  Sat  

    1  
 
Chil i  

2  
 
Chicken 
Strips  

3  

4  5  
 
Meatloaf  

6  
 
Knoephla  
Chicken Pat-
ty  

7  
 
Taco Burger  

8  
Baked Chick-
en 
Mashed Pota-
toes/gravy  

9  
 
Cook’s  
Choice  

10 

11 12 
 
Sal i sbury 
Steak  

13 
 
Chicken Fa-
j i ta  

14 
 
Subs  
FF 

15 
 
Pulled Pork  

16 
 
Stew 

17 

18 19 
 
Hashbrown 
Casserole  

20 
 
Pizza  Gri l led 
Cheese  

21 
 
Chicken Pri-
mavera  
Rice  

22 
 
No School  

23 
 
No School  

24 

25 26 
 
Tacos  

27 
 
Popcorn 
Chicken  

28 
 
Hamburger 
Hotdish  

29 
 
Halloween 
Dinner 

30 
 
Cook’s  
Choice  

31 
 
Halloween 

       
If your child/children don’t eat breakfast at 

home, please encourage them to eat 

breakfast at school. All lunches are subject 

to change. 


