Voting and Elections
TOPIC SUMMARY

Evaluating Information Study Foldable This Foldable will help students
evaluate the voting process and who can vote, how election campaigns are
run, and how campaigns are financed.
Step 1 Fold a sheet of
paper in thirds as shown.

Step 2 Open the paper, and label
each of the columns created by
folds with these
Election
Who Can
Campaigns
Vote?
headings:
Who Can Vote?
Election Campaigns
Paying for Election
Campaigns

Reading and Writing

Paying for
Election
Campaigns

Evaluate the information
you read about the voting
process, taking notes on
the rules of voting and
how election campaigns
are run. Use your notes
to understand the entire
process of an election.

TOPIC ACTIVITY IDEAS
Writing

Have students create the Study Foldable above, labeling the tabs as directed.
Have them list details in each column to create a study sheet on voting. Then
have students write a public service announcement for each of the three Foldable
categories. The three short scripts should provide information about the specific
parts of the voting process and include details about how elections work. Remind
students that their scripts should encourage people to vote.
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Voting is an important right and a civic responsibility. Although some
citizens have had to struggle to attain the right to vote, today our
Constitution states that no one may be prohibited from voting on the
basis of race, color, or gender. People must register to vote before an
election, providing proof of citizenship, address, and age. After registering to vote, citizens go to a polling place to cast their ballots. Citizens
may also vote by absentee ballot. The Electoral College system is used in
presidential elections. It is a winner-take-all system that pledges a certain number of electors to candidates who win a state’s popular vote.
Political campaigns for such elections often cost millions of dollars. The
purpose of campaigns is to persuade the public to vote for a certain
candidate. The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 made changes
in the way candidates fund a campaign. Many agree, however, that
additional campaign finance reform is needed.

DESCRIBING
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Have students use the Foldable to describe three
types of elections. In each column, students should
write details about the types of issues voters might
be concerned about in that particular type of election.
Have students review local media outlets to find
information about candidates, propositions, or recalls
that may have taken place in their area in recent or
past elections. Students should list these details in the
appropriate Foldable column.

Registering
to Vote

Polling
Places

Candidates

General
Elections

SEQUENCING

Elections
on Issues

Special
Elections

Have students use the Foldable to organize information important to voters’ election decisions.
Students should research information pertinent to
local elections, such as where citizens may register
to vote, where polling places are located, and where
citizens may find information about candidates.
Students may also wish to include other information, such as the hours during which polls are open,
and which government positions will be up for election. Students should list information in the appropriate column of the Foldable.
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