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TOPIC SUMMARY
The expansion during the mid-1800s left a lasting imprint on the 

United States. As explorers and settlers continued to move west, people 
began to believe that the United States was destined to spread from the 
Atlantic to the Paci�c Ocean. In 1836 Americans and Tejanos declared 
Texas a republic, independent of Mexico. In 1845 Texas became a state 
of the United States. A year later, as a result of an American victory, war 
broke out between Texas and Mexico. In the end, Mexico was forced 
to give up claims to Texas and sell California and New Mexico to the 
United States. The discovery of gold in California in 1849 attracted 

 eht del gnuoY mahgirB ,elihwnaeM .dlrow eht revo lla morf elpoep 
largest single migration of Americans to present-day Utah.

Manifest Destiny

Organizing Information Make this Foldable to help organize what students 
learn about the expansion of the United States.

Step 1 Fold four 
sheets of paper 
in half from top 
to bottom. Cut 
each paper in 
half along the 
folds.

Reading and 
Writing 
Note dates and events 

 seirotirret  wen tuoba
in Oregon, Texas, New 
Mexico, California, 
and Utah.

Step 2 Fold 
each piece of 
paper in half 
from top to 
bottom again.

Step 3 On 
each folded 
paper, make 
a cut 1 inch 
from the side 
on the top 
�ap.

TOIC ACTIVITY IDEAS
Analyzing

 snaciremA etihw did woH ?setatS detinU eht edistuo seirotirret 

Step 4 Place 
the folded 
papers one 
on top of the 
other, and 
 staple the sec-
tions together.

   Have students create the Study Foldable above, including the Reading 
and Writing activity. Have students use their �nished Foldables to answer 
the following questions on a separate sheet of paper: Why did Americans 
settle in  
justify taking land from Native Americans and Mexico? What might have
occurred had opponents of Manifest Destiny been in the White House?
After students have answered the questions individually, have them form 
small groups to discuss their answers.   



Main ideas,
dates, causes, 
diagrams, etc.

and
Examples
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SEQUENCING
With this Foldable, students can create 

multiple sections and use them as 
a time line. On the front tab of each 

 yllaitneuqes ot stneduts ksa ,noitces 
record a date and a key event relating to 
Manifest Destiny. Under the tabs, record 
main ideas, events, diagrams, maps, 
and any other information related to the 
date and the event. Ask for volunteers 
to share all the information about one of 
their events with the class.

DEFINING
Students can record terms they need 

to learn on the front of each tab and 
 eht rednu selpmaxe dna snoitinifed 

tabs. Organize students into pairs and 
have them quiz one another on the 
materials in their Foldables.

Encourage students to spend some time 

becoming familiar with using library 

resources. Students should explore these 

various types of reference books: encyclope-

dias, biographical dictionaries, atlases, and 

almanacs. 
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