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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER  

Failing Forward 

Watching children grow up there are so many mile-
stones they reach that make parents proud. Their first 
words, walking, feeding themselves, learning to use 
the bathroom, and so many others. One of the more 
difficult skills to watch develop is our little ones 
learning to walk. They try so hard but must fall down 
many times before mastering the skill we often take 
for granted. Of course, during some of those falls they 
will hit their heads and get hurt and as parents we 
feel bad for our child. However, we do know that is 
part of the process and know they will eventually be 
walking and running all over the place. 

We all have had struggles and failures during our life-
time, but they have made us who we are and perhaps 
a better person. Our instincts as parents is to protect 
our children from harm and struggles. There are skills 
that we must do for this such as teaching our children 
how to properly cross a street. On the other hand, 
overprotection may be doing a disservice depriving 
them from learning how to fail. How one handles fail-
ure is key in determining the quality of life through-
out a lifetime. If one looks at a failure as a learning 
experience and a chance to grow as a person, they 
will be well on their way to a happy and successful 
life. Failures looked at only as negatives will become 
roadblocks in life. 

Failing forward is productive failure in which the ex-
perience becomes a learning opportunity. Students 
allowed to struggle and given chances to reflect on 
why will learn to persevere. They will also learn to 
work with others and utilize resources to correct their 
mistakes. Personally, I believe that one cannot appre-
ciate success without experiencing failure. I want to 
encourage all in the Montpelier School learning com-
munity understand and appreciate failures as a 
chance for our students to grow as individuals. 

     -Mr. Waagen 



A Message from Mr. Bear- Flex Mod 

On Friday, January 26th, two board members (Tony Roorda 

and Dustin Lien) and myself went to Oakes High School. 

The reason we went to Oakes is because they do things a 

little different in Oakes. In Oakes, they have what is called a 

Flex-Mod schedule. The day consists of 20 minute mods 

with some classes consuming 2, 3, or four mods. When stu-

dents in grades 7-9 are not in those classes, they are in re-

source centers. Students in grades 10-12 might be anywhere 

when they are not in classes – provided their grades are bet-

ter than D’s.  

The goal in Oakes is many-fold but the effects seem to be 

that students are more responsible for their own time and 

their own school-work. Especially for students in grades 10-

12, if they are given freedom when grades are good, that is a 

tremendous motivator to maintain good grades. In addition, 

it does allow more flexibility in terms of scheduling. 

The reason Tony, Dustin, and I went to Oakes is because we 

are considering bringing something like this to Montpelier. I 

first visited with the principal in Oakes last fall and how we 

could adapt our own flex mod type of scheduling to Mont-

pelier has been becoming more and more evident. In fact, I 

am currently in the works of building schedules for all of our 

students on the flex-mod type of schedule.  

Things would look a little different in Montpelier. Oakes has 

Pre-School 

PreK kids really enjoyed 2017! Braydon liked 

building a big snowman and putting a carrot 

nose on it. He also liked the candy canes that 

Santa brought him! Kynzlee liked going to the 

zoo. Their hopes for 2018 are that Braydon 

would like to build another snowman, and Cor-

aline would like to go to the store. They both 

would love to go to Storybook Land! 

Student Council 

At the end of January, stu-

dent council made locker 

signs with the elementary 

grades 1, 2, and 3. This 

month, we are going to try 

and do a similar project with 

the older elementary grades. 

Student council is currently 

doing an “Uncle Jerry’s T’s” 

fundraiser to raise money for 

convention.  

            -Hobie Bear, President 



2nd Grade 

The second graders are 
ready for the month of 
February, more specifical-
ly, Valentine's day.  Their 
favorite parts of Valen-
tine's day includes getting 
candy, giving to get, and 
seeing family.  Everyone 
wanted to share their fa-
vorite candy. Caramel ap-
ples, sour candy, sweet 
tarts, lollipops, and candy 
hearts. They even know 
who they love, not just for 
Valentine's Day, but for 
the whole year. These in-
clude their family and 
friends. Not very many of 
them have a secret valen-
tine though. Only two of 
them admitted it. They 
are excited to do Valen-
tine’s boxes. Some of  the 
ideas include a cannon, 
different animals, a giant 
cat, and a transformer.  

 

Kindergarten 

The Kindergarten class loves Valentine’s Day! They 

love being with their friends and eating candy. They 

all have different favorite parts about it. Jaxon B and 

Jaxon V are all about the candy. Lily T likes candy and 

kissing, and Cora likes making things with her mom! 

Their favorite candies are sour gummy bears and 

worms, bubblegum, and Lily T just likes all candy and 

can't just pick one. Most of them have a secret Valen-

tine… Jaxon B, Lily T, Kaihlynn and Cora all said yes 

they do. Jaxon V said he doesn’t have a secret Valen-

tine! They all love their families and a few other peo-

ple. Lily T said she loves Jaxon V, her teacher, and 

Kiara. Cora said she loves her family and Jaxon B. 

Kaihlynn loves her sister the most. 

1st Grade 

I went around asking the 1st graders about Valentine’s 
day. JoHanna: Her favorite Candy is caramel hearts. 
She’s going to make a mermaid box. She loves her 
mommy, and she has a secret crush. Allison: She likes 
eating candy the most, and her favorite candy is choc-
olate with caramel inside. Jalyssa: Her favorite part is 
sharing candy, and she likes caramel hearts too! She’s 
going to make a Minion Box, she loves her sister, and 
she also has a secret crush. Ella: She likes having a 
good time with her family, and her favorite candy is 
chocolate hearts. She wants to make a box with two 
horses pulling a carriage and her dad controlling it. 
She loves her whole family, and she also has a secret 
crush. Charley: He likes eating the candy, especially 
Kit Kats. He wants to make a superhero box. Leon: 
He likes eating candy, and wants to make a TNT Box.  

Also, here’s a friendly reminder that 
Box Tops are due February 23rd!!! 



the advantage of student space which is something we 

simply do not have. We are considering claiming the old 

music room and turning it into a student lounge as a 

place that 10 – 12 grades could go if they have a resource 

time and their grades are good.  

But, our goal would be the same. Putting kids in school 

for 6 hours a day where they are taught to go from class 

to class as a bell chimes doesn’t really seem to have any 

logical educational value. Rather, it seems to make more 

sense to teach kids to manage their time and to be re-

sponsible for their own schoolwork. Colleges and univer-

sities report that the main reason students don’t finish a 

program isn’t because of money or because the classes are 

too tough. Usually, it’s simply because they don’t know 

how to manage their time. I’d like to be able to put some-

thing in place that would help them do that.  

So, we’re building a schedule. I’m talking to kids about 

classes they want to take. And we’re seeing if we can 

make a flex mod schedule work in Montpelier. I do think 

it would be a good thing for our kids. If you have any 

questions or would like to see what that schedule would 

look like, please feel free to stop by my office. 

Music News 

Thank you for all coming out 
and supporting our music 
program at the Christmas 
Concert! 

Elementary students 

enjoying Christmas 

party! 



JH Bball 

The JH boys’ season is off to 
a good start! They are 8-1, 
and there lone loss was to 
Jamestown by 2 points! 
They said there favorite play 
of the year was when Lance 
went coast to coast and 
scored a layup! 

 

 

3rd Grade 

The third graders’ favorite part of Valentine's Day is 

the candy, making boxes, and spending time with 

their family. When asked what kind of box they want-

ed to make, they had some very creative ideas, such 

as a moose for Jackson, and a cat for Jordan. There 

were others such as a cow, a dinosaur, or a dog. 

When asked who they love most in the world, Isa-

belle said her family, Jordan said her cat, Ian said his 

puppy, and Jackson said his cat. Finally, the third 

graders were asked if they had a secret crush. Of all 

the times that I have ever seen the third graders, this 

had to of been when I had seen them the most quiet 

as no one wanted to answer.  

4th Grade 

We went to interview the 4th graders about Valen-
tines day. The questions were what’s your favorite 
thing about it, favorite candy, who do you love, do 
you have a secret crush, and what kind of box are you 
making. There responses are Cheyenne: likes Kit Kats. 
Fallon: Doesn’t like Valentines Day, Favorite candy is 
Twix, loves himself, and doesn’t have a secret Valen-
tine. Max: Favorite part is getting candy, Favorite 
candy is cow tails. Chloe likes Kit Kats, Plans on mak-
ing a Hedgehog Box, and she loves her lamb Sugar. 
Kaden: Likes getting Candy, likes Heath Bars, yes 
making some sort of box, and loves his dogs. Donte: 
Has a long distance love name Vanessa! 



5th Grade 

The fifth graders favorite part 

of Valentine’s Day is the can-

dy! There favorite candies are 

Fun Dip and Sweet Tarts. 

Locklynn plans to make a pig 

box, Cece isn’t sure want kind 

of box she will make yet, and 

Kaden plans to make a big 

pink sparkly heart box. 

Locklynn loves her horse 

Baylor, Cece loves her almost 

chicken Henryetta, and Au-

gust loves his siblings. 

Locklynn says she has about 3 

or 4 secret crushes. August 

has none, and Cece has a se-

cret crush too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade 

The Six Graders apparently 

aren’t in to Valentine’s Day 

much. However, Amy said her 

favorite part is making the box-

es and seeing everyone's crea-

tive ideas. Tayrn loves getting 

candy, especially anything 

chocolate or Fun Dip. Gage's 

favorite candy is Jolly Ranchers. 

He also loves his dog very 

much. Amy loves all her horses. 

Austyn loves his best friend 

Kiara and his puppy. None of 

them really had a secret valen-

tine (or  at least they wouldn’t 

admit that they do), except 

Austyn. He has a secret crush. 

Senior Highlight– Dylan Stoppleworth 

Next fall, Dylan Stoppleworth will be attending Bismarck State College for Weld-

ing. He will be attending BSC with his cousin Waylon. Dylan’s favorite memory at 

Montpelier School is telling Mr. Nelson stories about what happened to him at 

school, like when his mom made apple crisp. He heard 

his dad coming, so he hurried up and put it in his pocket. 

Dylan’s advice to the younger students is, "Don’t be lazy 

all year long, get your work done right away and stay 

ahead. Don’t fall behind, and also don’t be afraid to ask 

for help." 

High School Bball 

Hobie and Lucas are our two boys 
playing. Hobie loves playing as much 
as he can. This year he is  in a great 
situation where he gets to play a lot on 
JV and quite a bit more on V than last 
year too. Lucas is primarily on the JV 
team, but he is steadily getting more 
playing time  

 

Both teams have won the majority of 
their games this year! 

 

The junior varsity team also recently 
won their jamboree in Edgeley! 



Important Dates 
Feb 5- School board building Commit-
tee (4:00) 

Feb 6- Jr High Boys BBall Vs Ellidale 
(4:30) 

Feb 6- Boys Basketball Vs LaMoure 
(6:00) 

Feb 7- Early Dismissal (1:45) 

Feb 8- Boys Basketball Vs Carrington 
(6:00) 

Feb 9- No School, PT Comp Time 

Feb 13- JR High Boys BBall Vs Oakes 
(4:30) 

Feb 15- JR High Boys Basketball Vs 
MPB (4:00) 

Feb 15- Boys Basketball Vs MPB (6:00) 

Feb 17- JR High Boys BBall Vs South 
(2:00) 

Feb 17- Boys Basketball Vs South(6:00) 

Feb 21- School Board Meeting (6:00) 

Feb 23- Boys Basketball - District 
Tourney 

Feb 24- Boys Basketball - District 
Tourney 

Feb 25- Boys Basketball - District 
Tourney 

Feb 26- Boys Basketball - District 
Tourney 

Feb 27- Parent Teacher Conferences 
(4:00) 

February Lunch Menu 

The Multimedia class is creating a community 
calendar that we plan to sell to raise money for 
our athletic program. In it, we would like to put 
peoples’ birthdays, anniversaries, or other im-
portant dates that you would like to include. 
Please email me at richard.wright@k12.nd.us or 
call the school if you would like your family’s 
information shared. We will not put any dates 
in the calendar of you or your family unless you 
specifically tell us to. I look forward to hearing 
from you! Thanks!  

          -Mr. Wright, Business Teacher 

mailto:richard.wright@k12.nd.us


Winter Weather 

The winter weather season 

is here and all the challeng-

es it can bring. Many of our 

students ride the bus to and 

from school each day and 

there will be days when the 

weather is extremely cold, 

snowy or both. It is essen-

tial the students dress ap-

propriately when riding the 

bus in the winter time. Stu-

dents should wear warm 

winter coats (not just 

sweatshirts), gloves or mit-

tens, and some head wear 

such as a stocking cap. 

The safety of students is a 

priority and when weather 

conditions may cause a 

change in the normal rou-

tine please watch for a noti-

fication from the school. 

Notifications coming di-

rectly from the school will 

come to you by email, voice 

mail, and/or text message de-

pending on what method(s) 

you have selected. If you re-

ceive a phone call, there is 

typically a 10 to 15 second 

delay before the message actu-

ally begins to play, so please 

be patient. You may also be 

notified through the school’s 

listserv. If you have “liked” 

Montpelier School on Face-

book you may also find 

weather related updates there. 

Notices will also be on local 

television and radio stations. 

These notices will be sent out 

as early as possible so every-

one may plan appropriately.  

 

Grade 7: 
Eddie Harms 

Alexandra Birkeland 

Zach Dally 

Grade 8: 
Lane Froehlich 

Lance Kjellberg 

Megan Witcraft 

Grade 9: 
Lucas Rich 

Grade 10: 
Kenzie Knight 

Grade 11: 
Hobie Bear 

Grade 12: 
Jocelynn Forvilly 

High School having fun at  

Christmas bowling party! 


